
FOR & WITH
PROFESSIONALS
Dialogue at stakeholder and policy level.

International representation: participants from the
World Ocean Network promote our actions in
international meetings via workshops, training sessions,
conferences, communication workshops and exhibition
booths.

World Ocean Network regional antennas: delegations in the
north of France, north of Germany, Latin America and East
Africa ensure the coordination of activities of member
organisations in their region.

@WON_ROM

@citizenoftheocean

CARING FOR THE BLUE PLANET,

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Educational organisations, aquaria, science centres,
natural history museums, research centres, zoos,
media and NGOs in over 80 countries across the
world brought together as a network to share ideas
and cooperate.

RAISE public awareness on a 

worldwide scale. 

FOSTER more respectful behaviour

towards the environment. 

ENCOURAGE a more intelligent and 

sustainable use of the ocean towards 
a blue society.

We organise regular public workshops to share knowledge
among all key stakeholders, from producers to consumers and
policy makers, and work towards solutions. Three such
workshops were held as part of the MARINA project:
- Tackling marine litter: an inclusive approach

Brussels, January 2018
- Marine biotech: What’s at stake for tomorrow?

Boulogne-sur-mer, March 2018
- Which governance for the High Seas?

Brussels, May 2018

United Nations Decade of Ocean science for
sustainable development 2021-2030

Bring your ideas to help prepare
the programme!

oceansciencedecade@worldoceannetwork.org

MUTUAL LEARNING

WORLD OCEAN NETWORK SECRETARIAT
c/o Nausicaá, Centre National de la Mer 
BP 189, Bd Sainte Beuve
62203 Boulogne-sur-mer Cedex, France

WORLD OCEAN NETWORK REGISTERED OFFICE
Avenue Louise 89/7
1050 Brussels, Belgium

CONTACT
Tel : +33 (0)3 21 30 99 93 / Fax : +33 (0)3 21 30 93 94  
E-mail : info@worldoceannetwork.org
World Ocean Network www.worldoceannetwork.org

One example is Mr.Goodfish, a 
multistakeholder programme
enabling consumers to make  
informed choices when buying 
seafood, to reduce human 
pressure on fish resources.
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Actions in the field: beach clean-ups, waste collection,
creating sea turtle resting habitats, protecting coral
reefs, planting mangroves, etc.

Educational actions: organising conferences, debates,
exhibits, educational workshops, marine-related
discovery activities, producing toolkits.

Daily actions: international public campaigns on
marine-related subjects encouraging a more
responsible attitude towards the planet’s resources.

FOR & WITH
THE GENERAL PUBLIC
Fostering behaviour change and encouraging 
consumer habits that are more respectful of the 
world’s ocean.

OUR MOBILISATION PROJECTS

OUR OBJECTIVES:

www.worldoceannetwork.org

OUR MISSION:



WHO ARE WE ?

• The World Ocean Network represents participating
organisations from 80 countries worldwide.

• Participants regularly share experiences and convene
regional meetings to implement new common actions,
adaptedat local level.

• World Ocean Network activities are under the aegis of the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of
UNESCO.
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BOARD MEMBERS

• President of the Honorary Committee: 
• COUSTEAU Jean-Michel, President, Ocean Futures 

Society, USA
• www.oceanfutures.org

• President: FRANCO Del Amo Francisco, Manager, 
Aquarium Finisterrae, Spain
mc2coruna.org/aquarium 

• Vice-president: VALLETTE Philippe, General Director, 
Nausicaá,  France

• www.nausicaa.fr

• Vice-president: MANN Judy, Conservation Strategist
South African Association for Marine Biological Research, 
Durban, South Africa

• www.saambr.org.za

• Secretary: VAN DEN SANDE Paul, Executive Director, 
International Aquarium Forum, Belgium
www.intaquaforum.org

• EUAC (European Union of Aquarium Curators), 
www.euac.org

• CORNEJO Alejandra, Project Manager, CeDePESCA, Mar 
del Plata, Argentina

• www.cedepesca.org.ar

• MASTRO Ed, Acting Director, Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, 
Los Angeles, USA
www.cabrillomarineaquarium.org

OUR ACTIONS 

JUNE 8th :  WORLD OCEAN DAY

The World Ocean Network is accredited as an
observer party (ECOSOC) participating in United
Nations negotiations and processes regarding climate
change, biological diversity and sustainable
development, promoting the role of civil society and a
Blue Society vision.
www.globaloceans.org

INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE

All the oceans in the world are connected
and form one World Ocean. Every
inhabitant of the planet can become a
“Citizen of the Ocean” and request a
passport.
Citizens of the Ocean commit to: sustainable
use of resources , awareness of their impact,
responsible behaviour and informing others
on the ocean’s role for the Blue Planet and
humankind.
700,000 passports have been issued in over
35 countries in several languages since their
creationin 2007.

FOR & WITH
CITIZENS OF THE OCEAN
Raising awareness on the crucial role the ocean 
plays in our daily lives

The World Ocean Day, first proposed during the Earth
Summit in Rio in 1992, was officially proclaimed by the
United Nations’ General Assembly in 2008 thanks to the
lobbying action of the World Ocean Network and its
partners. Since then, every year, thousands of organisations
in more than 80 countries organise activities to reach millions
of people, engaging the general public, decision makers and
mediaon the majorrole the oceanplays for our planet.

CITIZEN OF THE OCEAN PROGRAMME JUNIOR PASSPORT

Children aged 6 to 12 can also become Citizens of the
Ocean and ask for their First Citizen of the Ocean
Passport., available in 6 languages The passport provides
simple ideas of activities to help preserve the World
Ocean.

FOR & WITH
YOUNG PEOPLE
Preparing young people for their decisive 
role in the future of the ocean

Youth parliaments for the ocean are a platform for
debate for young people, empowering them to make
informed and responsible everyday decisions on
marine resources and to formulate proposals to
ensure their sustainable future. Recommendations
are presented to key decision makers at
international, regional and national conferences such
as meetings of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of UNESCO, Pacem in Maribus, Global
Ocean Forum and UN Conferences. The next will be
hosted by Nausicaa in Boulogne-sur-Mer, France in
2021.

YOUTH PARLIAMENT
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© Te mana o te moana

GENERAL SECRETARIAT:

CIRA, Manuel, Head of International Partnerships, 
Nausicaá, France 
www.nausicaa.fr

© Te mana o te moana

World Ocean Network’s
4th International Meeting, Nausicaá, 2010

Join the community of Citizens of the  Ocean on  Facebook 
www.facebook.com/citizenoftheocean 

BLUE SOCIETY

World Ocean Network is committed to the Blue Society: a
new vision of society in a spirit of sustainability, well-being and
equity for humanity founded on an economic, technological and
social approach. For this, the ocean offers tremendous
opportunities for new resources, innovative solutions and positive
experiences. We engage the general public using Blue Society
mobilisation tools, freely available on: www.bluesociety.org

http://www.bluesociety.org/

